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Rethinking the First Labor Migration to French 
Territory New Caledonia 
–Who Sent the 500 Laborers from Amakusa–
津 田 　 睦 美
Mutsumi Tsuda
This paper examines the background to the Japanese labor emigrants from Kumamoto Pre-
fecture who went to work in nickel mines on contracts in French New Caledonia in 1892 
(Meiji 25). With newly obtained records, I will especially focus on why it was possible to 
send as many as 500 workers from Amakusa by shedding light on the role of the Amakusa 
Immigration Company and the Kyushu Immigration Company, which were subcontractors 
of the Japan Yoshisa Emmigration Company. 
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